
 
 

 

Collecting Tin and Bucket Information 

 

Collections are a great way of raising awareness about Sands as well as raising much needed funds.  Please take a moment to 
read the following legal requirements and also what we feel to be best practice relating to the use of collecting boxes. 
In brief if you intend to organise a street collection (i.e. collect in your town centre) you need a licence from the police and/or 
Local Authority.  For collecting within the premises of supermarkets, public houses, etc. you need to obtain permission from the 
owner or manager.   It is illegal for anyone under the age of 16 to collect. 
 

Legal Requirements for Public Collections 
 

1. Guidelines (‘Model Regulations’) for street collections contained in a Schedule to Charitable Collections (Transitional Provision) 
Order 1974 have been adopted with minor variations, by the Metropolitan and City Districts of London, and all other District 
Councils. The House-to-House Collections Act, 1939, and the House-to-House Regulations, 1947, apply nationally, with some 
variations in Scotland. Copies of relevant laws and regulations should be available from the respective authorities above and 
fundraisers are advised to be familiar with them. Applications for permission to hold street and house-to-house collections 
should be made to the local Town Hall or in the Metropolitan district of London to the Metropolitan Police. 
 

Please Note:  At present Sands do not authorise fundraisers to organise house to house collections. 
 

2. The guidelines require amongst other things that for public collections all boxes shall be properly labelled, numbered and 
sealed. 
3. All boxes shall display prominently the title of the charity or fund which is to benefit, and bear a number held in a register by 
the promoters licensed to hold the collection. 
4. No person may assist or take part in any collection unless in possession of written authority which should be available for 
inspection on request by a police officer. 
 

Static Collecting Tins 
 

Boxes left in shops, pubs, hospitals, schools, clubs, etc. should still comply with points 2 and 3 above.  You must obtain the 
permission of the owner/manager before leaving the tin.  Make sure Sands has the address of where the tin is left as legally the 
charity must keep a record of all tins.  In addition, a contact telephone number (at least) should be shown of an office/person 
authorised to arrange the prompt emptying of the box.  Boxes should be emptied regularly, at least every six months, and 
preferably in the presence of the box-holder; if this is not possible then in the presence of two other people.  Authority and 
identification should be shown, and the box-holder given a receipt.  Have a spare tin so that you can leave a replacement straight 
away to save you doing two journeys.  
Boxes used in public places should be made of a suitable, durable material and be tamper-evident.  Boxes specifically designed 
for home use should not be used in public places. Box seals should be checked and any sign of tampering should be reported to 
the authorised promoters of the collection.  On no account should any attempt be made to re-use seals.  
 

Organising a Collection without a Licence 
 

For example, in a public house, in the car park of a supermarket, in a school or on private land.  It is always necessary to obtain 
permission from the owner of the land and it is a good idea to get this in writing so you have proof of your permission if 
challenged.  It is worth writing to your local supermarkets asking whether they grant permits for collections at their shop and if 
so whether Sands might be considered for one of those permits.  Make sure you check to see how many collectors are allowed 
at any one time and try to get as many friends or local supporters as possible to help you – it’s so much nicer to be able to divide 
the day up between a number of you.  You could also approach other big stores such as DIY stores and local sports grounds for 
a match day collection. 
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